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whereupon, shocking to relate, B was not only absolved
from A's demand, "but got judgment against A for a
much larger sum than A had originally claimed from B.
On this Day remarks: " Thus far the irregularity of
"their proceeding upon the hearing which, upon^the
" ground of common sense and expediency, might
"perhaps admit of a defence'* (not, such seems to
he the suggestion, that that made much difference)
"had it not been aggravated by the singular and
" multiform means of satisfying the judgment to which
"they have resorted." They not only gave execution
against body and goods, but they even attached A's out-
standing debts to satisfy B's claim, and examined his books,
and, in short, conducted themselves in all respects as if
by the spirit of prophecy they had known the provisions
which about 100 years afterwards were to be inserted
into the English Judicature Acts and the rules in force
under them. Upon this view of the matter the Advocate-
General earnestly recommended a compromise, as lie'felt
sure that the Moorshedabad Council must lose their cause.
The Governor-General in Council, however, refused to
take this advice. They said that "this was the first
" instance in which the member of any Diwani court
"had been sued as individuals in the Supreme Court
" for acts done in their judicial characters," that to com-
promise the suit would weaken the authority of the
courts, and that " the suit ought to take its course for
" the purpose of ascertaining by a legal decision whether the
" Diwani courts are or are not competent in their judicial
" powers upon the principles of their own constitution."
The Advocate-General reiterated his opinion at great
length, and with much earnestness. The Council were
firm, and the case went to trial. The result was that